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ERRONEOUS AND UNJUST DOCTRINES. 


BY ELDER H. H. THOMAS. 
— 


Amone the doctrines and teachings of 
a large portion of so-called Christen- 
dom I know of none so destructive of 
neral morality in their tendency as 
those which teach that a murderer 
can go from the scaffold into the 
sence of the just made perfect ; or that 
a man, after having led a career of 
crime, can, upon strength of a 
deathbed confession, obtain an eternal 
salvation in the kingdom of God. 
Indeed, such doctrines are unjust 
upon their very face; and it seems to 
me if people would but exercise their 
reasoning faculties, they would see 
that su 5 es do not emanate 
from a of truth and justice. 
Such doctrines account in a great 
measure for the wretched indifference 
which to-day abounds in the hearts 
of thousands of people towards those 
things which pertain to eternity, for 
it is the talk of many men that it is 
useless to bother with religion all the 
day long, seeing that they in their 
dying moments can make all matters 


rs al a few words of confession in 
ist. Now, we have these doctrines 


é uently spoken of, and upon 
viewing them we are im with 
three things: Firstl t they are 
unreasonable ; — that they are 
unjust; and, thirdly, that they are 
unscriptural. 

Reason teaches us that we have 
been sent here to 2 for a wise 
purpose, namely, t . i 
ourselves for a future — ; an 
that according as we do good in keep- 
ing the commandments of God we 
shall be rewarded, and that a failure 
to observe His commandments will 
bring upon us condemnation. Is it 
not, therefore, unreasonable to 
that a man who has been guilty of all 
manner of sins and — — and has 
taken the life of his fellow- man can 
be o upon the scaffold from 
such a low state of corruption into 
the Pendl ct God, end thet too, 

ise an too, 
through no act of obedience or 
on his part whatever, save it be a 
hasty confession in Obrist in his 
moments? Let us look at this matter 
fora moment. Heaven i being a 


very 


˖6 
1 
1 
| 
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of holiness, does it not appear 
ta man must be a rtoa 


great extent of the principles of right- 
eousness in order that he may obtain 
admittance therein and be happy 
there? Are we not oe by that 
living monitor which has placed 
within us that the very foundation of 
our eternal iness rests upon the 
observance of His com ents, 
and the attainment of moral perfec- 
tion, upon the refining and governing 
of our passions and affections? In 
order to gain these qualifications or 
perfections, God has placed us here 
on this earth so that we may pass 
through a school by which we may 
obtain them. If we neglect the op- 


will not give us the ad van- 
who have made 
80 it is wi 


e- 


121 


it, to a farmer 
without when 
comes, to sorrow, 
that he has nothing to reap. 
sorrow and repentance in 
will do him no good to- 
what he has lost by 
At best, his sorrow and 
» will only pre him to 
o readily undertake the labor of 
when. seedtime shall come 
i it is with the man 
work of salvation by 
is about to into 
is repentance then iy 
preparing 
salvation when 
to offer it to him 
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: 


wards 
his neglect. 
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again. He will then have to com- 
mence that work which he should have 
commenced here. He will have to go 
through a state of severe discipline 
and purification before he will be fit 
to enter heaven. It is a well under- 
stood fact that a man only arises from 
a state of sin into one of purity, 
through a long course of hard labor, 
through toil and suffering, and disci- 
plining himself to do right at the cost 
of many self-sacrifices and denials. 
small degree o on being long 
and tedious in this life, I fail to see 
that we have any reason to believe 
that it will be instantaneous in the 
next. 

Now suppose we admit for a mo- 
ment that a murderer will be it- 
ted to enter heaven. Would he not 
be in a deeper hell than he was be- 
fore? Think we that his memory 
would not be quickened when he 
would stand ore the presence of 
his holy Creator, and that his crimi- 
nal — — —— back before his 
eyes wi its hideousness, creating 
a hell within him from] which he 


| would not be able to see any way of 


escape? Does it not ap that] he 
would be entirely out of his proper 
sphere of existence? Therefore can 
we with any degree of reason 12 
that he would be happy’there? Verily, 
nay. Let no man deceive us. 
murderer will not forget that he is a 
murderer. It is a crime of too great 
moment for him to forget, and so 
long as his soul lives, so long will the 
remembrance of his guilt{keep him in 
a state of hell, which will ever pre- 
vent him from participating in the 
ys of the righteous and glorified 
Tolaga in heaven, We therefore set 
it down as reasonable that the pattern 
which was weaving with the mur- 
derer when the night of death over- 
took him, will be the pattern that will 
be weaving when the morn of life 
shall dawn upon him in the spirit 
world, and which he must ‘and shall 
carry home to the t ju t 
wi men: the character} we 
have formed in this life, whether it 
be good or bad, is the one we shall 
answer in before the bar of Christ. 
The doctrine, then, which teaches 


562 
DOrtur 0 80 d bg, anc Aisciplme 
g ourselves in vice instead of virtue, 
] then, as a reasonable and natural con- 
| sequence we forfeit the right to the 
mercy of a and we — lost the 
opportunity of attaining to those per- 
4 fections which would insure us an 
: entrance into His presence. 

. We can readily. see, then, that as 
4 our childhood days fit and 8 us 
4 for riper years, so our whole life fits 
3 and prepares us for eternity; and if 
a we fail to —- that knowledge in 
4 our youth which is so necessary for 
4 our succeas in maturer life, then are 
} we just so far behind those who have 
4 —— and all the repentance in 
world 

| 

: our 8. 

; may liken a man who lets the 
3 of salvation go by without ac- 
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that a man can, through a dying re- 
pentance and confession in Christ, 
after he has led a life of iniquity, be 
transformed from a state of sin into 
one of holiness, and obtain a full sal- 
vation in the kingdom of God is con- 
trary to all reason and the great moral 
government of God; and, besides, it 
is destructive of the morality and 
purity of the people, which is in itselt 
sufficient to establish the fact that it 
is unreasonable and not of God. 

That the doctrines are unjust no 
one who is willing to reason the 
matter home to himself will deny. 
— who are 
scoun urg ucers, mur- 
derers, and everything that is 
— lives —— been — a re- 

ming d ese very 
— — according 
to the erroneous doctrine we are con- 
sidering, ushered into the presence of 
those who have lived honest, chaste, 
and virtuous lives and have tried to 
do to others as they would have 
others do unto them. Can we con- 
ceive any justice in this! we 
for one moment think that God will 
administer such justice? Can we con- 
ceive of anything in the wholelrange 
of heathenism that is so far from 
right and justice as this? Verily 
If a man chooses to spend his 


a noble effort to atone for his guilt, 
en mercy asserts her claim in his 
behalf, “otherwise justice claimeth 
the creature, and executeth the law, 
andjthe law inflicteth the punishment; 
— = 80, — justice would 
estroy would cease to 

a God. 


be 

To this it may be said that men do 
repent 
they can do no more wrong, and 
a cowardly shrinking. from 
through the fear of meeting their 
Creator. After a man bas had a whole 
lifetime to turn to God and do the 
works of righteousness, and he refuses 


ore they die. Yes, when |i 


r of their sins, and i 
t 


to consider the i 
until he is on his bed, or has 
slain a fellow-being and is about to 
pay for such a crime on the scaffold, I 
think that a repentance that comes 
then cannot be called a true one, and, 
in the language of Scripture, “their 
rayers becomean abomination” to the 
mighty. Let no man deceive him- 
self; there will be no such 
ted as the doctrine of the wor 
implies, Our enjoyment in the next 
life depends upon our moral behavior 
in this, Man cannot be a demon one 
day and a saint the next. He cannot 
instantaneously pass from sin to holi- 
ness, which righteous state a man is 


bad, | required to be in before he can enter 


into the presence of the godly in 


heaven. 
Having — viewed the question 
from a reasona 
we proceed to of a — 
one. Scripture is full of declarations 
which bear out the fact that a man 
who turns to the Lord only in the 
hour of fear and calamity will be re- 
jected ; and that no corru — 7 
and that 
to their 


enter the presence of 

all men will receive according to 
works; if they be good, they will re- 
ceive therefor; and if they be 
evil, they will receive evil. uote 
the words which Wisdom is to 


counsel,and would none of my re ~ 


1 

will mock when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as 
and your destruction cometh 
whirlwind ; when distress and anguish 
ou. Then shall they 
ut I will not answer; 
shall seek me early, but they 
not find me.” It will be seen 


5 


cometh upon 
call upon me, 


shal 


sence of the Almighty. The followi 
words are to be — in the 16th 


Psalm: “Lord, who shall abide in 
tabernacle? who shall dwell in 


22. 563 
© in doing iniquity he must be com- speak in the first chapter of Proverbs, 
—— according roy bem to reap the | 24—28 verses: “Because I have call- 
ruits of his doings. If he chooses to | ed, and —— I have stretched 
forget God all the days of his life, he | out my hand, and no man regarded; N 
must be remembered in punishment. | but_ye have set at nought all m 
Justice cannot be robbed, and will 8 
have its claim. If a man truly re- : 
nts and turns to and endeavors N 
| 
| 
from the f ing that a man who ö 
continually delighted to walk in in- 
quity an not the counsels i 
of the Lord, shall be rejected and | 
made to eat the fruit of his labors, 
tead of being ushered into the : 
1... 
| thy 


eth the truth in his heart.” No 
ment is needed to show that the cha- 
racters under consideration, viz., mur- 
derers, eto, can lay no claim to havi 
walked uprightly” — — 
“righteousness,” or to have spoken 
the truth in their hearts ;” hence the 
conclusion must be that they cannot 
enter into — Jesus 
equall n teachings. He 
e: lessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” Here is a 
are conside are strangers to, an 
hence will not see God. Further: 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy.” Not much mercy 
about a man who goes to work and 
deliberately kills his fellow- man; con- 
sequently will not be entitled to 
— 2 this 
may bri orw to substantiate 
his claim that salvation is granted a 
man on a mere belief or confession in 
Christ, the following words: “For 
God 80 loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whomso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” We 
answer that it would be well if people 
were to inquire if this does not mean 
a belief that would stimulate a man 
te keep the commandments of Christ. 
“Faith without works is dead,” we 
are told, and therefore availeth 
nothing. “The devils believe and 
tremble ;” and hence, if belief 
alone is sufficient without any 
good w to save a person, then 
they, it would seem, shouid be entitled 
to salvation. But how vain the idea. 
Christ says in the 7th chapter of 
Matthew, 2ist verse, Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 


enter the kingdom of heaven; but he | J 


that docth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven.“ Here is shown 
that a person has to do something 
besides having a mere belief, in order 
to obtain salvation. His faith must 
be one productive of works. It is 
evident that this class of — — 
speak are never in on of su 

a faith, and that — do not evince 
their love for Christ by keeping His 
commandments. As a natural conse- 
quence, therefore, it must follow that 
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ly hill? Gist walketh wptigh tl 
rae worketh righteousness, an — hea 


they cannot enter into the kingdom of 


ven. 

Again, in order to further defend 
this erroneous doctrine, the latter part 
of the 7th verse of the Ist chapter of 
John's First Epistle is brought for- 
ward in these words: The blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin.“ Now, if people would but take 
the trouble to the whole verse 
and the one preceding ry they would 
discover that there is nothing in them 
to convey the least idea that salva- 
nothing by way ng the com- 
mandments of God. The only 

that the blood of Christ becomes effi- 
cacious to our salvation according to 
these verses—and, indeed, according 
to the whole plan of the Gospel—is by 
keeping His commandments, or, in 
other words, by walking “in the light 
as He is in the light ;” then “we have 
fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin ;” but, “if we say that we 
bave fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth.” 

We are also triumphantly, as it 
were, referred to the case of the ma- 
lefactor on the cross, how he went to 
heaven on a mere confession in Christ; 
and, says the objector, “If one crimi- 
nal could get to heaven on a mere 
belief, certainly another can, or God 
would not be an impartial being.” 
Very correct reasoning indeed, but it 
all rests on the “if;” and I think a 
careful examination of the Scripture 
will show that the thief on the cross 
did not go to heaven, and, further, 
that he could go only through 
obedience to certain laws, as entrance 
to heaven was predicated on the 
observance of them. To- day,“ says 
esus in answer to the thief, “thou 
shalt be with me yee Three 

e tomb and ap to Mary Mag- 
dalene, and when she was about to 
touch him He said, “Touch me not, 
for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father.” The question naturally 
arises, where had He been? He had 
not gone to the Father, consequently 
He did not go to heaven, tor the 
Father dwells there. The Apostle 
Peter throws light upon the matter by 


5 
* 
* 
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saying that Christ “once suffered 
— Ape just for the that 
o mig ring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh but quickened by 
the Spirit: by which also He went 
and preached unto the spirits in pri- 
son.” Here, then, is an explanation 
as to where Christ went during the 
three days in which His body was in 
the tomb; therefore, according to all 
reason, we must conclude that the 
thief went there with Him. We 
have already shown that a person, in 
order to be entitled to enter into the 
pensenes of God, must be p that 
he must “walk uprightly” and “work 
righteousness,” and that before the 


blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth him | paid 


t as He is in the light; in 
fine, he must fear God and keep His 
commandments, No one will 
to argue that this thief had ke 
commandments of Christ, and that he 
led a pure life we then, 
with any degree of reason and justi 
say that he went to abide where 
and the pure in heart dwell? 

Farther, in examining the words of 
our Savior to Nicodemus, we find that 
one of the conditions of salvation was 
this: “Verily, verily I say unto th 
except a man be — of water an 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.” Now, it is evi- 
dent from these words that all men 
who wish salvation will have to 
first comply with this demand. It is 
farther evident, also, that Christ 
could not, according to the law that 
He bad given, allow any man to enter 
the kingdom of God in any other 

without making His statement 
to Nicodemus untrue, 

The Scriptures further inform us 


whosoever lo’ 


this life nor in the life to come fora 
man whois guilty of wilfully shedding 
the innocent of his er. In 
the 3rd cha of 1 John, and 15th 
verse, we find the following: “Who- 
soever hateth his is a mur- 


John, in using the 
know,” was evidently i 
people who understood that there was 
no class of crimin- 
als. salvation will again he 
offered in the spirit world to those 
criminals who 


crimes, when the ends of justice 
be satisfied, and not till then. The 
doctrine, then, which teaches that a 
heaven after ha 
life corruption, upon 
of a deathbed 
that a murderer steps from the scaf- 


fold into heaven, is contrary to al 
reason, is unjust, and i 
It belies every moral law by 


which man is made to eat the fruit of 
his labors. It destroys every nob 
conception of the attributes of the 
Almighty, and places Him in the light 
of an unjust Being. 

In conclusion, let us remember the 
words of Paul, that God is not 
— for — — man 
eth, that shall he ; t 
words of John, Nek bay, Ble 
are they that do His command me 
that they may have right to the 
of life, and may enter in throuzh the 

tes into the city. For without are 
and sorcérers,and whore 


mu 


that there is no hope of forgiveness in 


GOOD WORDS. 
—0 


The following just remarks are 

clipped from Hoof and Horn, a smart 
y oe at Prescott, Arizo 

and which is the stockmans j 
of that Territory. This is from the 
issue of August lst :— 

“The from Tennessee re- 
gard to the outrageous persecution 
to which members of the Mormon 


withstanding the enlightenment pf 


Church have been 
on account of their reli 


ute to shame 
ever dingraced 
tion of the West. 


the nineteenth century, there 
munities so bigoted and 
to publicly boast that any 


565 
derer; and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life - in him.“ 
unpardonable sins, is beyond all 
— be it will be after they have 

the uttermost farthing for their 

to submit 

— 

lawlessness that 

the wildest. por 


creed shall not be allowed, and that 
those who profess it shall driven 
out as though they were felons, is to 
say that such communities disgrace 
not only themselves, but the State in 
which they are located. American 
freedom means anythi it means 
of conscience; and the sooner 
the people of Tennessee learn this, the 
sooner they will be by their 
fellow-Americans. Utah, from whence 
these Mormon missionaries came, 
might well teach a lesson to the men 
‘who have disgraced themselves by 
such an outburst of blind, unreason- 
fanaticism—for in that Territory, 
be a man Jew or Gentile, saint or 
sinner, he will everywhere find kind 
and courteous treatment.” 
From 8 issue of the same 
per we take the annexed paragrap 
the comments of the editor on the 
contributions to the fund im aid of 
the sufferers 


from the Seattle fire and | that th 


the Johnstown flood, from the concert 
held in the Tabernacle in this city :— 
“From the hands of Mormons out 


of the land of Mormonism comes this | N 


sermon of charity and fraternity, 
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while the stripes laid across the backs 
of Mormon missionaries in other parts 
of the Union are as yet unhealed. 
“Mormonism may not be orthodox 
Christianity, as some of its adversaries 
allege, but if charity and forgiveness 
be a Christ-like attribute, these dol- 
lars that have gone out from under 
the dome of the Mormon tabernacle 
at — to relieve 
among the suffering sons of m ve 
f that it is none the len divine 
he contribution, collected by Mor- 
mons, in a Mormon temple, under the 
direction of a Mormon apostle, is a 
sermon of sincerity, of a s 
faith in the doctrine of returning good 
for evil, and, coming as it does, when 
to be a rabid anti-Mormon is the 
fashion in public and private life, 


hs, | shows that the Mormons of Salt Lake, 


believe in their faith strong enough 
to live up to its teachings. We trust 

t the lesson will not be lost, and 
that it may serve to turn aside some 
of the blind bigotry that the name of 
Mormon too often excites,” Deseret 
ews. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— — 


11 is eatimated that the recent rains in Washington Territory damaged crops to the 
amount of $1,000,000. 

The ship Bay of Naples, bound for India with a large cargo of kerosene, caught fire 
early on the afternoon of the 3rd inst., in New York harbor, and burned fiercely. 
The cargo was consumed, and there was no chance of saving the vessel. a 

A Vienna telegram states that the harvest in Hungary is so bad that the Government 
is already taking measures to avert a famine. The distress is greatest in a number of 


northern counties, and in Transylvania not only is there no food for the population, but 
there is no seed for the next sowing, nor any fodder for the flocks and herds. 


Vienna, Sept. 3.—The official report, drawn up by the authorities at Czernovitz re- 
garding the recent inundations at that place, states that considerable damage was done 
by the catastrophe, which was caused by the overflow of the rivers Pruth, Sereth, and 
Suezawa. Many houses were swept away by the water, and large numbers of cattle and 
large quantities of fruit destroyed. Many families were rendered destitute, but there 
was no loss of life. Communications have been re-established nearly everywhere. 

Awror Froops.— The Standard Shanghai correspondent telegraphed on the 30th ult., 
that North China and Japan had been visited by a series of disastrous causing 


have been opened for the relief of the sufferers. 
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! great loss of life. Further details have been received of the recent floods at Wakayama, 
showing that the disastrous effects of the visitation were of appalling magnitude. The 
number of lives lost is estimated at 10,000; the destruction of property is enormous. 

1 ‘Twenty thousand souls are homeless, and great suffering prevails. Subscription lists 
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Durban, Aug. 31.—The German barque May Emily, with coals from Oardiff, stranded 
on Durban beach during a furious gale yesterday evening, and has gone to pieces. The 
captain and the whole of the crew were drowned. 

Extraordinary darkness prevailed in Liverpool throughout the whole of the 3rd inst., 
the use of gas being necessitated in every place of business. In Cheshire the same pheno- 
menon was observed, with the addition of drenching rain for a period of fourteen hours. 
Great damage has been caused in the southern counties by a thunderstorm, four farm- 
steads near Braintree having been set on fire. 

A disastrous fire occurred on the 5th inst., at the Maurice Wood Ironstone Pit, Peni- 
cuick, Midlothian, owned by the Shotts Iron Company. Seventy men and boys were 
at work in the pit, and fifty-nine of these are known to have lost their lives. The 
gravest fears are entertained for the safety of the rest of the men. The first intimation 
of the fire was given by the fireman about noon, when he found descent into the 
pit impossible. A large force of the Royal Scots Regiment and policemen are keeping 
order. There is wild excitement among the wives and families in the neighboring 
mining villages.—Liverpool Post. 

A VILLAGE AND 136 Persons Buniep.—Particulars have reached Constantinople of 
a volcanic eruption which occurréd some days ago in the province of Erzeroum, destroying 
the village of Kantzoick and the majority of its inhabitants. Before the eruption the 
inhabitants were startled by subterraneous noises, and they noticed at the same time that 
the springs on a mountain which stands at the eastern end of a valley were dried up. 
Alarmed at these phenomena, they approached the nearest local authorities, and were 
advised to at once evacuate the village. The warning for the majority was too late. 
Towards midday, whilst the terrified peasants were preparing for flight, the eruption 
came. Down the torrent rushed, bearing on its molten surface boulders and masses of 
earth torn ftom the surface or belched from the heart of the mountain. The whole 
village, with 136 persons, was engulfed in the stream. A geological survey of the moun- 
tain has since been made. Scarcely a trace of the village remains, man and beast are 
entombed beneath the lava, now congealed into a hard mass, principally of a bluish grey 
color. The mountain is fissured in all directions, the chief chasm being nearly 400 metres 
wide. A noise resembling that caused by a train passing over a metal bridge is still 
heard on the mountain side, and great landslips ocour, causing clouds of dust to fill the 
air like smoke.—Liverpool Post, Sept. 4. 

Tue Wan or Races Amma. — New York, Sept. 2.—Last night, on 
home of a negro excursion train at Gretna, Louisiana, the streets were found to be full 
of people watching the progress of a fire. The negroes from the train joined the throng, 
and then from some unexplained cause a pistol was fired. In an instant shots were heard 
from all sides, and whites and blacks formed themselves into two opposing camps. The 
whites were better armed, and kept up a merciless fusilade upon the negroes, who fied in 
terror. Only one white man was wounded, but a large number of negroes were shot, 
some fatally. Each side accused the other of commencing the shooting. The disorder 
continued the whole of the night, the white men firing whenever a negro was seen. Some 
of the houses of the blacks were fired, and in one instance a negro who was asleep when 
his dwelling was set alight, was shot down immediately he ran to the window to escape. 
He was terribly wounded. The negroes at Shellmour, Mississippi, are reported to be 
massing in considerable numbers with a view to attacking the whites, whom they out- 
number by six to one. The Governor of the State is proceeding thither with a force of 
militia to disperse the gathering, and prevent any further breach of the peace. The 
whole trouble seems to have arisen from the negroes having started their own stores for 
the supply of their own race, and this step, which interferes considerably with the busi- 
ness of the white merchants, is very ‘strongly resented.—Later news states that the 
Governor of Mississippi, with the militia, has reached Shellmour, and taken up a posi- 
tion, but that everything there is now quiet, and no fear is entertained at present that 
the negroes intend attacking the whites in overwhelming force. — Liverpool Echo. | 
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THE DIVINE FAMILY AND THE APOSTASY. 
— — 

AooonD⁰ο to the authorized version of the Bible, the first and second verses 
of the twelfth chapter of Revelation read thus: “And there appeared a 
great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
her feet, and a crown of twelves stars upon her head. And she being with 
child ried, travailing in birth and pained to be delivered.” There is a very 
general concensus of opinion among professed Christians that the Church of 
Jesus Christ is symbolized by this woman. What is signified by her being 
“ clothed with the sun” will become apparent if we consider that the sun is 
the great source of light for the system of worlds to which this earth belongs. 
The volume of light which it emits is apparently infinite, and light itself is 
‘universally typical of intelligence, wisdom and glory. The sun consequently 
is used as a beautifully appropriate symbol of the infinite intelligence, wisdom 
‘and glory of God. Hence the woman, or Church of Christ, by being “clothed 
Vith the sun,” is set forth as resplendent with the light, intelligence, wisdom 
‘and glory of the Almighty. The sun is also a source of vitality and power, 
‘and is thus further fittingly used as a representation of the vitality and 
power with which God has endowed the Church. With respect to what is 
symbolized by the moon, we read that it was upon this that the woman or 
Church stood, for it was under her feet; that is, the moon“ represents 
the place where the Church was located or established, and hence it stands 
‘for the earth. The crown of twelve stars which was upon the head of the 
‘woman is a representation of the apostleship held by the twelve apostolical 
patriarchs of the Jewish dispensation, and by the apostles of the Christian. 
The sense of this apocalyptic symbolism, when summed up briefly, is that 
St. John saw, under the figuré of a woman, the Church of Jesus Christ reful- 
‘gent with the light, wisdom and glory of God, and crowned with the office of 
‘the apostleship, established upon the earth. 

This Church of Christ is the Lamb's wife.” Their mystical, marital union 
is represented in Scripture in different ways. Thus for example: For thy 
Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer 
the Holy One of Israel For the Lord hath called thee as a woman 
forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused 
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saith the Lord” (Isa. liv, 5,6). In the parable of the ten virgins Christ is 
represented as a “ bridegroom” (Matt. xxv) This is fittingly supplemented 
by @ passage as follows: “ He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the 
friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 
because of the bridegroom’s voice; this my joy therefore is fulfilled” (John iii, 
29). In this scripture the bridegroom is set forth as having a bride; and the 
Apostle Paul perfects their mystical union by a direct reference to the Divine 
law of marriage, and shows us clearly who the bride is. Hs says: “ For this 
cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery; but I speak 
concerning Ohrist and the church” (Eph. v, 31, 32). If anything is lacking in 
the argument heretofore supplied to show the consummation of the Church’s 
mystical union with Christ, indisputable proof that such relationship exists 
between them is found in a portion of Scripture already quoted, and which is 
again produced: “ And she being with child cried, travailing in birth and 
pained to be delivered,” This is spoken of the woman who symbolizes the 
Church. That her child was begotten in lawful wedlock is evident from the 
fact that it was taken under the special care of the Almighty, even as it is 
written: And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great 
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads, . . And the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be 
delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought 
forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron; and her 
child was caught up unto God, and to his throne” (Rev. xii, 3—5). Thus the 
idea of Christ’s marriage to the Church is perfect in every part. 

In every household which is properly and legally carrying out the pur- 
poses which the Almighty had in view when He ordained the laws of mar- 
riage, and thereby instituted family relationship, there are several factors 
necessary. Ist. The man or head, husband and father. Lad. The woman or 
helpmeet, wife and mother; and finally, the issue which springs from the 
relationships which the foregoing terms imply. The obligations which 
devolve upon the two principals in the family are different, but mutually 
dependent. It is the duty of the head to govern his family by wise rules, 
regulations or laws; to provide proper food, clothing, and a habitation for 
those who are dependent upon him for protection and support. It is the 
duty of the mother, who is almost always constantly with her children, to 
attend to their instruction. Her loving task is to teach the infant feet to 
walk; to train the unskilled tongue to talk, and to lisp the dear name of 
“father.” She is expected to teach the youthful mind to yield obedience to 
all the family regulations and observances. She prepares the daily food, 
wisely taking care that strong meat is not fed to babes, and also that the 
adults of the family all have needful nourishment prepared for them in the 
right season thereof. She takes care that her habitation is cleanly. No 
accumulations that breed disease and death are tolerated in the household. 
So, too, Christ the Head has delivered his Jaws and ordinances to His wife, 
the Church. These have been established for the government of His family 
of Saints on earth. He provides His household with food and a dwelling 
place, together with all other things necessary for their comfort and susten- 
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ance. It is the duty of the woman or Church to deal out to the babes in 
Christ” the sincere “ milk of the word,” and to supply all with food according 
to their requirements, She must teach the infant feet to walk in the path 
of life uprightly and with a firm step; and she trains her young to call the 
sweet name of Father.“ It is her duty to enforce in the family committed 
to her care, a strict obedience to the laws and ordinances which her Lord has 
established for the government of His own household. She is also required 
to take care that no pernicious and ‘deadly doctrines are allowed within her 
dominions. 

Reflections of this nature, founded upon the impressive and beautiful ana- 
logy which has been proposed by Scripture itself, might be continued at great 
length; but the remarks already made show clearly how peculiarly apt and 
striking is the symbolism which represents the Church as a woman, who is 
further the bride and wife of the Lamb or Christ. There is, however 
another point to which attention must be directed. It is one which 
vitally concerns the general subject of this article, and when it is presented 
all may discern from what has been said already that no feature of the law of 
analogy is strained in its consideration. We refer to the continuation of 
families from one generation to another. Taking any particular one of them 
to serve as an example, we observe that the name and stock of that family 
will forthwith die out unless there are males born in it, for those of this sex 
alone have the power to perpetuate the strict line of descent. Females by 
marriage into other families become agents in the continuation of a stock 
which is not of their own line. Male children are the strength of their 
father’s house and insure its perpetuity. In cases where but one son 
is born, he is the undisputed heir of his father, and upon the death of the 
latter enters at once upon the enjoyment of his hereditary rights. Now, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, the union of Christ and His bride the Church resulted 
in the birth of an heir; for she who was “ travailingin birth” . . “brought 
forth a man child.” Nowhere do we read that brothers or sisters were born 
unto him, and consequently he stands forth as the sole heir and represent- 
ative of his Father's house. Being a son, his existence insures the perpetuity 
of the family name, estates, authority and rights; and under such circum- 
stances there can be no admixture with other seed. 

Now, what is signified by this symbolismt—by this mystical son and heirt 
Upon this question sectarian theologians are much divided in opinion. Many 
think that some great and influential friend of the Church is thus repre- 
sented. But this and all such views are wholly destructive of the principles 
of analogy, which must prevail in this case. Nothing, or no person that is 
human can be signified. To make this point clear, we observe that the most 
powerful and influential mortals whom God has ever raised up as friends to 
the Church of Christ have been apostles. No human beings ever did or can 
do the Church more good than they accomplished, or be more friendly to- 
wards it; yet in spite of the glorious lives, deeds and sacrifices of these men 
of God, they are represented simply by the crown which the woman or 
Church wore. But what is the richly jewelled crown of a queen when com- 
pared with the only son of the royal house? It is but a bauble when thus 
set over against the value of the heir who is to inherit the kings’ dominions, 
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power and glory, and perpetuate his name. It is evident, therefore, unless 
some earthly friend to the Church might be raised up who could benefit it 
more than the labors of all the apostles combined, and do this also to a degree 
which corresponds with the value of a son to the royal house when compared 
with the earthly crown that decks the royal head, that no moral man is repre- 
sented by the mystical son which the “woman brought forth.” But as no 
such mortal being can possibly be raised up, we must seek for some other 
interpretation of this sacred symbolism. 

What it does signify will now be considered. It is a law of nature that 
like begets like, and since Christ the Head, Husband and Father is Divine, 
and since as an institution the Church, which is the bride and wife of the 
Lamb, is likewise wholly Divine, the issue of their marriage or union must 
also be Divine. No other conclusion is at all reasonable. To this Divine 
son, born of these divinities, Christ delegated His authority and power, 
making the son the supreme ruler of His (Christ’s) dominions, even as it is 
written: “ And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron” (Rev. xii, 5). The “rod of iron” is not here used to signify 
harshness, but refers to the strength and permanency of the principles accord- 
ing to which the son was to exercise dominion. In other words, the “rod of 
iron” signifies the “ word of God.” Now, there is no known and consistent 
law or rule for the interpretation of language which can refer the delegation 
of the ruling power and authority, as spoken of in the last Scripture quota- 
tion, to anything that transpired between God the Eternal Father and Christ 
His Son. On the contrary, we are clearly shown that the whole matter 
relates to Christ's own authority and ruling privileges and rights, which He 
conferred upon His own Divine and mystical son; and consequently the latter 
is set forth as the heir of Christ, and the ruling power in His dominions or 
Church. This is the priesthood of God considered as a principle. It is this 
which inherits from Christ the right to represent Him in the Church and 
before the world. It is this which God must honor, for it is Divine. It is 
by this, and by this alone, that the Church of Christ can be perpetuated in 
the earth. Take away this principle, this mystical son of Christ, and we see 
that during Christ’s personal absence from the Church there is not a heavenly 
representative of the royal seed within it—not a vestige of the divinely ap- 
pointed ruling power. We are debarred, by the statement of the Scripture 
itself, from quibbling with respect to what the mystical son of Obrist sym- 
bolizes, for it is squarely stated that he was to be the “ruler of all nations;” 
and no intelligent person can deny that in the priesthood God has vested the 
ruling power. In all ages of the world’s history, those and those only who 
have held a portion of the priesthood have been recognized as God’s repre- 
sentatives to mankind. 

This son and heir df Christ appeared as His representative, and was slain 
or banished, as the Savior has taught in one of His parables, saying: 


„There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it 
round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country; and when the time of the fruit 
drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive 
the fruits of it. And the husbandmen took his servanta, and beat one, and 
killed another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other servants more than 
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the first: and they did unto them likewise But last of all he sent unto them 
his son, saying, They will 8 2% Tun f But when the husbandmen saw 
the son, they said among th is is the heir; come, let us kill him, 
and let us seize on his . — ioe they caught him, and cast him out 
of the vineyard, and slew him. When the lord therefore of the vineyard 
cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen! They say unto him, He 
will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto 
ware which shall render him the fruits in their seasons” (Matt. 
xxl, 33— 

This parable is generally supposed to refer to God as the “ householder,” 
and to Christ as the heir; but such interpretation is manifestly erroneous. 
It is objectionable for the following reasons: Ist. God did not plant a vine- 
yard, and then go into a far country. 2nd. Christ is not the Last of all” 
sent unto the husbandmen, for the son which the “woman brought forth” 
succeeded Him, and was clearly destined to stand in His stead. These ob- 
jections disappear and a harmonious interpretation of the whole parable is 
forthcoming when viewed as follows: Ist. Christ is the “householder.” The 
meaning expressed by the last word corresponds exactly with the idea of 
Christ’s mystical marriage with the Church. 2nd. Christ's ascent into hea- 
ven, after His crucifixion, is aptly represented by the householder going “into 
a far country.” 3rd. The heir who then appears, being last of all,” and 
sent by authority, is the son which the “ woman brought forth.” He clearly 
is the last of all the divinities which appear, and he is clothed with the 
ruling power or authority of God, being His representative. That this inter- 
pretation is correct will further appear manifest if we consider that the 
“heir,” whom the householder sent, is the last one who appears upon the 
scene until the lord of the vineyard himself comes after a Jong time” (see 
St. Luke xx, 9), to make a final settlement of accounts with the husbandmen. 
Now, this reckoning of accounts corresponds to the second coming of Christ 
for purposes of judgment upon the world; and hence the “heir” spoken of is 
not Christ, but His representative upon the earth during the time which 
elapses between His ascent into heaven and His second appearance unto 
judgment. Thus we have a plain and straightforward interpretation of this 
interesting parable. 

The next question is to ascertain what became of this son and heir. St. 
Luke and the Revelator both informs us. The evangelist speaks right to the 
point, saying: And they caught him and cast him out of the vineyard and 
slew him” (Matt. xxi, 39). St. John is not less explicit, for he writes: “ And 
her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne” (Rev. xii, 5). Both 
speak, though in different terms, of the warfare that was to be waged against 
him, and both agree that after a time his place was no longer found upon the 
earth. He was cast out of the vineyard, and, in order to show his complete 
destruction, it is stated that he was slain. Not destroyed in any absolute 
sense, for he was received up into heaven and to the throne of God, just as 
Christ Himself was after His enemies slew Him. What a plain tale of re- 
bellion against God, and of absolute apostasy, is thus laid before us. We see 
the last representative of the authority of Deity destroyed from the earth, 
cast out of the vineyard and slain—the ruling power and authority of Christ 
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‘Two members of this Divine and royal family have been received up into 
heaven; and how, let us now ask, does it fare with the only one left, the royal 
bride and mother? Her husband is in a far country; her son, the last re- 
maining prop and stay is slain by cruel hands. Can she alone withstand the 
assaults of the dragon? Alas! no. Let us look for ourselves and see. Be- 
hold her as she first appears robed with the glory of God, and standing upon 
the earth—fixed in her place and established. Between the first and second 
scenes in this thrilling drama a short time elapses. The curtain lifts once 
more, but TRE WOMAN HAS MOVED OUT OF HER PLACER She has “ fled into 
the wilderness.” She has been lifted up from the earth even as an eagle; for 
“to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into 
her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times and half a time, from 
the face of the serpent” (Rev. xii, 14). Where the place was to which she 
flew, we know not; but this matters little, for she stood no more upon the earth. 

Two out of the three members of this royal family were caught up unto 
God, and the third fied away. What is the meaning of all this symbolism? 
What means it that not a member of the household of Christ was left upon 
the earth? It is madness for us to say it does not point to a world without a 
God, without Divine authority, without a Church that Christ could call His 
bride and wife, Such are the clear-cut truths that are taught by this divine 
allegory—an allegory which sets forth the royal family of heaven banished 
utterly from the earth; no representative of which again appears until the 
Lord of the Divine Household comes in his wrath to reckon with the hus- 
bandmen who have robbed Him of the fruits of the vineyard of His own 
planting. 

It is immaterial whether our readers agree or do not agree with us respect- 
ing the interpretation which has been put upon some of the minor points 
considered; for the main fact remains. That fact is the utter flight from 
earth of every member of the royal family of heaven. Not a single repre- 
sentative of it was left. Husband and father, wife and mother, son and heir, 
all have fled. Alas, poor world! The last link of the chain that united 
heaven and earth, God and the people together was severed and revelation 
ceased. 

Will the exiles return again? Yes, yes. Ob, joyfal news! Ob, blessed 
prospect !' The head of the household has gone into a “far country for a long 
time;” but the “long time” must still have an ending. The wife or mother 
abides not in her “place in the wilderness” forever; but only for “a time, 
times, and half a time Then she comes to make ready to meet and greet 
her Lord. Shall there be warning of that glorious return? Yes. The Lord 
himself gives us that assurance in the following language taken from the 
parable of the ten virgins: Bold, THE BRIDEGROOM COMETH; GO YE 
OUT TO MEET mt.“ Those who sound this warning cry are messengers sent, 
like John the Baptist, to prepare the way before the Lord and Bridegroom 
Christ. It is the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord.” They are men divinely ordained to this work. They are the re- 
presentatives of Him who comes It is the son AND RE of Christ alive 
again on earth. It is the Priesthood of God restored and clothed with the 
mission of preparation, and the set time for its accomplishment is being ful- 
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filled. Thus not a single member of the Divine Household fails to return. 

The bride and mother, the son and heir are here, and already are making 

ready their mansion for the King of kings and Lord of lords. Break forth 

into singing, O earth, and welcome with sounding joy the exiles’ return | | 


0 
And join the band in songs of love. 


Let all my of soul combine 

To hail m vior all divine; 

To hear His voice attend His call, 

And crown him King and Lord of all.” B 


ArRivals.—The following-named missionaries arrived here on the 24th 
ult., per 8.8. Pisconsin, in good health and spirits. They are all appointed 
to the Scandinavian Mission: —A. P. Renstrom, James Peterson, T. A. Hal- 
gren, Hans M. Hanson, Michael A. Hanson, Boge P. B. Petersen, Oleen N. 
Stohl, A. P. Anderson, and James Keller. 


Brrrish Emicrants.—A company of British Saints sailed from Liverpool 
per S. S. Wisconsin of the Guion Line, on Aug. 31st, for New York, en route 
to Utah. This com numbered 172 souls, and included nine returning 
missionaries, together With Mr. and Mrs. William Haigh; Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Lawson; Mr. William Grimsdell and his grand-daughter, Miss Emily 
Hillam; Mrs. Lovina Morris; Mrs. Sarah Singleton, and Mrs. Sarah F. 
Wheeler. The individuals named have been engaged in visiting relatives in 
England and in attending to genealogical business, The usual company 
organization was effected, Elder William P. Payne holding the office of Pre- 
sident. We trust the journey may be accomplished in safety, under the pro- 


tecting care of the Almighty. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—0 


ELDER W. P. PAYNE'S RELEASE. 
ö London, Aug. 26, 1889. 

President George Teasdale. 

Dear Brother, — As Elder William 
P. Payne leaves London to-morrow 
for Liverpool, his labors in this Con- 
ference being ended, I feel it to be 
my duty to pen you a few lines in re- 
lation to his missionary work. 

of June, 1 and was assign 
President Ballard to the North Lon- 
don District, where he has labored 
continuously ever since. He has con- 
ducted himself as a true and faithful 
servant of God, and has shown him- 
self to be an honorable, upright gen- 
tleman in all of his actions among the 
people with whom his lot has 
cast. I feel that I am losing a valu- 


able assistant, for I know that Brother 
Payne has one with me in all 
I have desired to do for the 
erence, y in the 
— Branch. — —— of this 
ranch appreciate ous labors, 
and have presented him with a beau- 
tiful testimonial as an evidence of the 
igh esteem in which he is held. 
Much feeling was manifested by the 
Saints during his farewell discourse, 
and there were but few dry eyes in 
the meeting. 

It is with much reluctance that he 
returns home. I strongly advised his 
release last March, but he insisted 
upon remaining, having faith that 

would bless him, and through 


the laying on of hands and the prayer 
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of faith he was relieved from his suf- 
ferings at that time; but this climate 
is too severe for his constitution, and 
it will be unsafe for him to remain in 
this land any longer. 

He has ibu 


taken part in 115 such meetings, and 
has baptized 26 souls. He has never 
tired in his efforts to spread the Gos- 

and has made a record that is 
without blemish. We part with him 
reluctantly, but our blessings accom- 
pany him without stint, and it is our 
earnest desire and prayer that he may 
be taken home in safety, and live long 
to continue in the. work for which he 
has so nobly contended in this land. — 


I remain, your brother in the Gospel, 
* JOSEPH LEAING. 


On Board the 8.8. Wisconsin, 
August 31, 1889. 
President George T 0. 

Dear Brother, It is now 9 p. m., and 
everything is p ing favorably. 
Some of the sisters who were quite 
discouraged this morning with the 
bustle and trouble of getting started, 
are now feeling very well, and realize 
that it is good to be here. About 
1.20 p.m. to-day the Wisconsin steered 
out of the harbor, and about 2 — 
passed the Bar Lightship. She then 
put on full 2 and at 5 p. m., with 
the help of the tide, we were running 
at the rate of 15 knots an hour. When 
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we were f out at sea dinner 
was se s was over, 
President Payne and his assistants 
proceeded to arrange the Saints in 
wards, according to your instructions, 
and an Elder was appointed to pre- 
side over each. Those called to this 
duty are as follows: W. J. Kelson, 
E. Marshall, Robert Parker, Thomas 
B. Davis, and D. K. Greene. It is 

ed to have the Saints assemble 
in their respective wards at the same 
time, viz., 7.30 a.m., and 8 p.m. daily, 
for prayer and instructions. Every- 

seems to be going on well, and 
the best of feeling prevails. 

still getting on nicely. e majori 
of the Saints well last night, 
and feel refreshed this morning. 

The officers of the vessel are very 
attentive, and show us every kindness. 
The ship is so crowded that it is doubt- 
ful whether we shall be able to hold a 
meeting with the Saints to-day. We 
will inform you in our next letter how 
we get along. We have now come to 
a full stop near Queenstown, and the 
peasenges are delighted with the 
view of Erin’s green shores. 

With kind regards to all at “42,” 
we remain your brethren in the Gos- 


pel of 


L. H. Durrant, 
Per D. K. GRAN, Clerk. 
P. S.— We leave Queenstown at 
12.30, after three hours rest. D. K. G. 


UTAH NEWS. 


— —— 


(Summarized from 


Territorial Papers.) 


From sixty newly driven wells within a short distance of Salt Lake City 
there has been secured a flow of 5,000,000 gallons daily. The water is said 


to be superior to the City Creek water. 


Neither material nor labor enough could be had for the building recently 


going on in Logan. 


Such an external evidence of prosperity has never been 


known before. The people should be prospering with the existing conditions. 

A circular has been issued announcing the publication on October lst of 
the first number of the Young Woman’s Journal, a monthly magazine, to be 
edited by Mrs. Susa Young Gates. The periodical is to be devoted largely to 
the interests of the Young Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Associations. 


bors 12,000 tracts 
door to door; and has assisted in dis- 
tributing several thousands more in 
our He has also 

. PAYNE, 
— 

— 


